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my food, I should learn very little about the process
of digestion. Still, it is such a bag, and it is im-
portant to know where it is, and what are its purely
mechanical relations to other parts of the body. My
arms and legs are levers, and I can calculate the
pressure necessary to support a weight on the hand,
as though my bones and muscles were made of iron
and whipcord. I am a piece of mechanism, though
I am more, and all the principles of simple
mechanics apply to my actions, though they do not,
by themselves, suffice to explain the actions. The
discovery of the circulation of the blood explained,
as I understand, my structure as a hydraulic ap-
paratus ; and it was of vast importance, even though
it told us nothing directly of the other processes
necessarily involved. In this case, therefore, we
have an instance of the way in which a set of perfectly
true propositions may, so to speak, be imbedded in a
larger theory, and may be of the highest importance,
though they are not by themselves sufficient to solve
any concrete problem. We cannot, that is, deduce
the physiological principles from the mechanical
principles, although they are throughout implied.
But those principles are not the less true and useful
in the detection of fallacies. They may enable us to
show that an argument supposes facts which do not
exist; or, perhaps, that it is, at any rate, inconsistent